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in Latin america more than 
70 miLLion peopLe 

Live on Less than $1.25/day
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(Source: ECLAC, Social Panorama for LA & C, 2011)



In rECEnt yEArS, Latin America has experienced economic growth that 

has reduced poverty levels and led to stability. But a gap remains between 

the region’s overall progress and the extreme poverty that still exists in rural 

areas, where agriculture is the basic livelihood.

traditional microfinance institutions and commercial banks have little to no 

impact on this underserved segment of farmers, who are struggling with 

the critical causes of agrarian poverty – low productivity, lack of access to 

market opportunities and financial vulnerability.

no other organization is better poised to respond to these pressing issues 

than Grameen Foundation. We’re focusing on agrarian poverty in Colombia, 

Peru, Bolivia and Mexico, where we’re taking a holistic approach to improving 

rural livelihoods for the poor.

We disrupt agrarian poverty by providing subsistence farmers with access 

to the information, financial resources and technology they need to reach 

their full potential. though we’re making a real difference on the ground, 

we could do so much more. there is an urgent need for partners and 

supporters to help us make this possible.
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In 2010, 

Grameen Foundation

selected four “focus” 

countries in Latin America,

including: Colombia, Peru,

Bolivia and Mexico, 

to concentrate our 

resources and to create a

 platform for long-term 

regional expansion.



Grow the potential of 200,000 poor,  
rural farmers and their families* 

Grameen Foundation's goal in Latin America is to improve the lives of the rural  

poor who depend on agriculture to make a living. We’re committed to addressing 

the causes of unfulfilled human potential and making a positive, lasting difference.

We provide innovative solutions that help subsistence farmers as well as those  

who are part of more traditional value chains, such as coffee or cocoa, which are 

embedded in the culture of Latin people. 

together with like-minded partners and supporters, we’re going beyond 

traditional microfinance solutions by combining specialized agricultural financing 

with access to more favorable and fair market practices, and access to vital, 

actionable information – including information about weather, crop and animal 

diseases, and fair market prices – over mobile phones.

increasinG farm productivity  
throuGh financinG
Specialized financing can help farmers adopt new farming technologies and  

agricultural practices to increase the viability of their farms in today’s global 

economy. Our Fairtrade Access Fund provides longer-term financing to address 

the big challenges associated with plantation renewal and equipment. With *Approximately 1 million indirect beneficiaries.
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“ My dream is that this coffee 
farm will be the financial  
security for our family and 
an enjoyable place to live.”

      – Luis Alfredo Ospina Garcia

Luis Alfredo Ospina Garcia

I am a coffee grower and I call

my farm “Fortuna” because 

it’s a fortune for me to be able

to have a piece of land where 

I can produce coffee and 

make a living out of it. As a 

member for two years, I am 

happy to have made this step. 

I have help with medical 

assistance and answers to 

technical questions. I also 

get financial support for the 

renovation of coffee cultivation 

and to purchase of fertilizer, if 

I am short on money. I am now

able to have access to credits 

to improve my farm.

V  Rural 
Farmer 
Profile



this funding in place, farmers are 

better able to invest in their farms, 

increasing quality and productivity.

usinG technoloGy 
to make markets 
more accessible
We’re adapting our successful 

mobile platform to provide vital 

information to underserved farmers 

who traditionally have received 

limited or no technical assistance. 

Shared mobile technology – 

combined with our unique network 

of village-level trusted intermediaries 

– reduces the information gap  

and prepares farmers to sell 

Fairtrade- and organic-certified 

produce in broader markets  

using mobile payments.

reducinG the 
vulnerability 
of farms  
and households
the success or failure of a rural farm 

directly affects the stability of its  

respective household. Bad weather, 

crop and livestock damage, unhealthy 

and unsustainable agricultural 

practices, illness and death – all of 

these events take a drastic toll on 

the poor. to reduce the vulnerability 

of agrarian families, improve 

food security and promote crop 

diversification, we focus on providing 

actionable information via mobile 

phones to better support the poorest 

farmers, focusing especially on 

women who are heads of households.
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“ My dream is to advance every day. today, there 
are possibilities that I didn’t have when I was 
young and I want the chance now to progress.”

         – Jesus Tapias Murillo

help fulfill human potential and  
transform lives

Grameen Foundation has been active in Latin America for more than 12 years, 

successfully developing and promoting initiatives that help poor people take  

care of their families, and contribute socially and economically in their  

communities. today, we’re leveraging our proven track record to further  

enhance the effectiveness of our funding and provide mobile agricultural  

solutions that benefit the poorest and most vulnerable farmers.

Experience has shown us that the most effective way to implement poverty-

ending programs and achieve results is by respecting local ways of life. that’s 

why we work with local organizations and leaders to build a network of village-

level trusted intermediaries whose role is to empower poor, hard-to-reach 

farmers with the information and communication tools they need to succeed.
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all the tools to disrupt aGrarian poverty
Specialized financing: Our programs include loan guarantees, specialized 

funding (including our Pioneer Fund and Fairtrade Access Fund) and other tools 

targeted at promoting financing in remote and underserved areas.

Mobile information services: We have a proven track record of success 

providing access to customized and actionable content, delivered over mobile 

phones, that educates and empowers the most remote poor farmers, overcoming 

the challenge of the “last mile” and enabling them and their families to thrive,  

not just survive.

Social performance measurement: Our Progress out of Poverty Index® is  

a leading social performance measurement tool that helps organizations assess 

the level of poverty among their clients, better determine their needs and monitor 

changes in their economic well-being.

Skilled, motivated people: Our Bankers without Borders® skilled-volunteer 

initiative relies on private-sector resources and a person’s industry expertise to 

support microfinance and technology-for-development organizations in the fight 

against poverty.

Join with Grameen Foundation to help Latin America’s poor farmers reach their 

potential and succeed. As our partner, your commitment will provide the tools 

necessary to battle agrarian poverty in Latin America and empower the 200,000 

families who suffer from it.

For more information, please contact Alberto Solano at (57) 4-2687554, 

e-mail lac@grameenfoundation.org, or visit Grameen Foundation’s 

website at www.grameenfoundation.org
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Luis Manuel Martinez

I left my home in Cordoba due

the armed conflict and had to 

look for a new place to work

and live. For 25 years, I have

had a plaintain plantation of 

1.5 hectares. In the best times

we could harvest 65 boxes of 

plaintains, but after the flooding,

I harvest every two weeks only

one single box of plantains to 

export. I also fix motorbikes 

and bicycles and that’s how I 

earn my money now. Like this, 

I make between $7 and $10 

per day now. It’s sad to see 

one’s house destroyed. I 

was crying when I saw the 

destruction but I am happy 

that I am alive. 

V  Rural 
Farmer 
Profile
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“ We thank Chiapas International  
for joining Grameen Foundation in 
this bold campaign to bring new  
opportunities to 1,000,000 poor 
people living in Latin America’s  
underserved rural areas. Chiapas 
has been a strong ally of our work 
in the region over the past eight 
years and this generous pledge  
to our Last Mile Initiative will boost  
our goal of giving people living in 
hard-to-reach areas in countries 
such as Colombia, Bolivia and  
Peru access to the resources  
they need to forge a path out  
of endemic poverty.” 

–  Alex Counts, President and  
CEO of Grameen Foundation
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Latin America & Caribbean 
Carrera 30 Calle 10C-228 
Edificio Interplaza, Oficina 917
Medellín, Colombia
Phone: 57-4-268-7554


